Vancouver Coastal Health
520 West 6th Ave.
Vancouver, BC V5Z 4H5

COVID-19 UPDATE – June 19th, 2020
In an effort to keep our community partners connected, we are providing you with regular COVID-19 updates.
Key Updates for June 19th, 2020
For a full list of updates from VCH visit vch.ca
- Update on COVID-19 Cases
- Surgical update
- Nation-wide mobile app
Update on COVID-19 Cases
In yesterday’s daily briefing, Dr. Bonnie Henry, provincial health officer, reported eight new cases of COVID-19 in
B.C., bringing the total number of cases to 2,783 since the pandemic began. Of those, 950 have been in the
Vancouver Coastal Health region. There are 190 active cases of COVID-19 in the province and 2,425 people who
tested positive have recovered. The number of people in hospitals throughout B.C. is 10, including five people in
critical care. Seven long-term and acute care facilities continue to have active outbreaks in B.C.
Surgical update
Health Minister Adrian Dix provided an update on surgical renewal in B.C. He said from June 8 to 14, 6,291 surgeries
took place in B.C., including 1,336 unscheduled surgeries and 4,955 scheduled. Pre-COVID, there were approximately
6,000 surgeries a week. There have been 42,000 patient contacts, and of those, only 1,090 cited COVID as a reason
for not having surgery. All surgical sites are now operating at full capacity.
Nation-wide mobile app
Yesterday, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced the upcoming launch of a new nation-wide mobile app to
provide notifications of exposure to COVID-19 across Canada. The app will help Canadians and public health officials
identify and isolate the spread of the virus more quickly, which is an important step toward containing the virus and
safely restarting the economy. Use of the app will be voluntary. If someone tests positive for COVID-19, a health care
provider will give them a unique temporary code, so they can upload their status anonymously to a national
network. Other users who have downloaded the app and come in contact with that person will be notified, through
the app, that they may have been exposed to the virus. The app will also provide users with information on steps
they can take to keep themselves and others safe, and we are working with the provinces and territories so they can
customize public health information based on their own jurisdiction. The app will be available to Canadians for free
download in the coming weeks, with health authorities in Ontario being the first to distribute the unique, temporary
codes to people who test positive for COVID-19.
Key Messages to Share
- Practice physical distancing if you have to go out
- If you think you have COVID-19 take the self-assessment here: covid19.thrive.health
- Anyone in the VCH region with cold, influenza or COVID-19-like symptoms, however mild, can now be
assessed for and get a COVID-19 test http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/testing
- Self-isolate at home for 10 days if you have COVID-19 symptoms
- Find helpful posters, handouts and other resources about COVID-19 here.

