Vancouver Coastal Health
520 West 6th Ave.
Vancouver, BC V5Z 4H5

COVID-19 UPDATE – July 15th, 2020
In an effort to keep our community partners connected, we are providing you with regular COVID-19 updates.

Key Updates for July 15th, 2020
For a full list of updates from VCH visit vch.ca/COVID19
- Update on COVID-19 Cases
- Economic and fiscal update for 2020 -21
- Warning about calls appearing to come from Squamish General Hospital
- Testing
Update on COVID-19 Cases
Yesterday Dr. Bonnie Henry, Provincial Health Officer and Adrian Dix, Minister of Health, announced 13 new cases of
COVID-19 in the province for a total of 3,128 cases in British Columbia. Of the total COVID-19 cases, 14 individuals are
hospitalized, five of whom are in intensive care. The remaining people with COVID-19 are recovering at home in selfisolation. Since the start of the pandemic, there have been 1,015 cases of COVID-19 in the Vancouver Coastal Health
region. There are no new community outbreaks, but there have been several exposure events particularly in the Kelowna
area. These occurred when a group of people from different areas including the Okanagan, lower mainland and Alberta
got together. To date, 17 of these individuals have tested positive for COVID-19. Dr. Henry says as people become more
active and travel, we will see more cases. Public health teams are actively working to manage cases and clusters as they
emerge and keep new cases low and slow. Of note, the first incubation period since Canada Day is now complete.
Economic and fiscal update for 2020-21
The British Columbia government is forecasting a $12.5 billion deficit due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The provincial
budget for 2020, tabled just months before the global pandemic, predicted a budget surplus of $227 million for 2020-21.
Carole James, Minister of Finance, says the pandemic has exposed underlying gaps in our economy and society, and
reminded us of the need for strong public services and supports. Government has supported people and businesses with
$6.26 billion in COVID-19 supports to date. That includes the $5 billion in supplementary spending for B.C.’s COVID-19
Action Plan supports, such as workers benefits, rent supplements, income and disability assistance supports and
economic recovery funding. These are in addition to $1.26 billion in other tax and relief measures for people and
businesses, including the one-time increase to the climate action tax credit and property tax reductions for businesses.
Warning about calls appearing to come from Squamish General Hospital
Vancouver Coastal Health is warning the public not to provide personal information over the phone if they receive an
unexpected call that appears to come from Squamish General Hospital. Someone claiming to be a hospital employee is
calling people and asking for their full names, social insurance number and date of birth. This is in no way associated with
Vancouver Coastal Health, and appears to be a phishing scam, where people are tricked into providing personal
information that can be used fraudulently. RCMP have been advised.
Testing
Anyone in the VCH region with cold, influenza or COVID-19-like symptoms, however mild, can now be assessed for and
get a COVID-19 test. Contact your physician or nurse practitioner's office, or a local community collection centre to
arrange for a test. Phone numbers and locations of collection centres can be found by
visiting: http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/testing or by calling 8-1-1. In Vancouver, the City
Centre and REACH urgent and primary care centres can provide testing as well as the St. Vincent's drive-up location at
4875 Heather Street. The Richmond Assessment Centre is located at 6820 Gilbert Road, in the parking lot of the
Richmond Tennis Club. On the North Shore, testing is available at the North Vancouver Urgent and Primary Care Centre. If
you think you need testing, please call ahead before visiting your doctor, urgent and primary care center or health clinic.
For more information and latest updates on COVID-19, follow the BC Centre for Disease Control on Twitter @CDCofBC or
visit the website: http://www.bccdc.ca/.
Key Messages to Share
- Practice physical distancing if you have to go out
- If you think you have COVID-19 take the self-assessment here: covid19.thrive.health
- Anyone in the VCH region with cold, influenza or COVID-19-like symptoms, however mild, can now be assessed
for and get a COVID-19 test http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/testing
- Self-isolate at home for 10 days if you have COVID-19 symptoms
- Find helpful posters, handouts and other resources about COVID-19 here.

