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Overall Progress on Coastal Adaptation

• Foundational information
• Completed by Tetra Tech
• Finalized in March 2022



Overall Progress on Coastal Adaptation

Armed with an understanding of what flood 
hazards look like, the region was able to move 
forward and develop a strategy to reduce risk.



Project Goal: 
To engage with partners and the public to develop a 
strategy that explores coastal flood adaptation options 
and charts a path for next steps in the region.

Aerial view of Okeover Arm, Sunshine Coast.
Source: Adobe stock imagery.







Community Engagement



The 
region 
has a 
long, 
diverse 
coastline
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Water isn’t the 
problem

Risk is the 
intersection of 
hazard and the 
things we care 
about



A range of 
conceptual 
adaptation 
options are 
available



Risk-Based Analyses –
Local Areas Example

2001 storm. Source: 
Water taxi operators

2018. Source:  Tetra Tech

Partner 
Lands

Tla’amin Nation Lands 
and qRD Area A

Setting More urban



What We Heard



Decision Support –
Based on Feedback



qathet Regional
Coastal Flood 
Adaptation Strategy 



Guiding Principles



Regional and Enabling Approaches



Approaches to Reduce Risk and Build Resilience

• Don’t make it worse.
• Limit erosion by restoring and mimicking natural systems.
• Manage for current risk with temporary measures while reducing 

vulnerability over time.
• Retreat from high-risk areas over the long-term.



Example 
place-
based 
adaptation 
actions



Next Step
The road ahead starts simply by 
creating opportunities to work 
collaboratively. This will give you
the biggest long-term impact on the 
region’s risk and resilience.

View south along Highway 101
(Sunshine Coast Highway) near
Myrtle Rocks. Source: Tetra Tech
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Thank you!!!

tamsin@ebbwater.ca
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